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TRIBUTE TO MR. JOHNNIE DOSS 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
Whereas, one hundred and two years ago a 
tenacious man of God was born in Camp Hill, 
Alabama on August 14, 1909; and 

Whereas, Mr. Johnnie Doss was born to Mr. 
Jack and Mrs. Minnie Doss, he grew up in 
Camp Hill, Alabama attending school in the 
local school system; he worked as an experi-
mental farmer for the government. He owned 
cattle and sold milk to the local dairy; and 

Whereas, Mr. Doss has shared his time and 
talents as a husband, father and motivator, 
giving the citizens of Georgia a person of 
great worth, a fearless leader and a servant to 
all who want to advance the lives of others; 
and 

Whereas, Mr. Doss has been blessed with 
a long, happy life, devoted to God and credits 
it all to the will of God; he is a father of fifteen 
(15), a grandfather of fifty (50), a great-grand-
father of forty-two (42) and a great-great 
grandfather of thirty-two (32); and 

Whereas, Mr. Doss along with his family 
and friends are celebrating this day a remark-
able milestone, his 102nd birthday, we pause 
to acknowledge a man who is a cornerstone 
in our community; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mr. Doss on his 
birthday and to wish him well and recognize 
him for an exemplary life which is an inspira-
tion to all; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JR. do hereby proclaim August 14, 2011 
as Mr. Johnnie Doss Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District. 

Proclaimed, this 14th day of August, 2011. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE FOR LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER JONAS 
BENTON KELSALL 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lieutenant Commander Jonas Benton 
Kelsall who died August 6th in Wardak Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. LCDR Kelsall was a patriot 
and a hero who made the ultimate sacrifice 
ensuring the security of our nation. He will be 
greatly missed. 

LCDR Kelsall was a highly decorated com-
bat veteran with numerous awards, including 
the Legion of Merit, three Bronze Star Medals 
with Valor, Purple Heart Medal, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal with Valor, three Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medals, two 
Joint Service Achievement Medals, two Com-
bat Action Ribbons, two Presidential Unit Cita-
tions, three Afghanistan Campaign Medals, 
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and numerous other 
personal and unit decorations. 

LCDR Kelsall is survived by his loving fam-
ily, friends, and teammates. His nation owes 
LCDR Kelsall an enormous debt of gratitude. 
We are honored to have had such an exem-
plary American fighting for his country. 

I wish to extend my condolences to LCDR 
Kelsall’s family, friends, and teammates and 
hope they continue to find solace in his lasting 
impact on his grateful nation. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with them. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. WILHELM G. 
SPEIGELBERG, II 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Wilhelm G. Speigelberg, II, who 
is retiring after 31 years of government serv-
ice. 

After graduating cum laude from Case 
Western Reserve University with a degree in 
political science in 1978, Mr. Speigelberg at-
tended the Cleveland Marshall School of Law. 
He earned his J.D. in 1982. 

Mr. Speigelberg began his career in public 
service with the Ohio State Lottery in 1976 as 
a public information officer. He later worked 
with the Ohio Department of Administrative 
Services as a grant coordinator. Once Mr. 
Speigelberg had earned his law degree, in 
1983, the City of Garfield Heights appointed 
him as the city’s assistant law director. After 
several years, Mr. Speigelberg began working 
with Judge Deborah J. Nicastro. He would 
serve as her personal bailiff and law clerk and 
was later appointed Magistrate and Acting 
Judge to assist Judge Nicastro. 

In addition to his distinguished career, Mr. 
Speigelberg is an active member of the com-
munity. He has been involved in numerous 
campaigns throughout the State of Ohio and is 
well known for his political campaign manage-
ment skills. He is a licensed referee who offi-
ciates local basketball, football, baseball and 
lacrosse games. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Mr. Wilhelm G. Speigelberg II and 
thanking him for 31 years of dedicated service 
to the City of Garfield Heights and State of 
Ohio. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE HON-
ORING MS. SYLVIA S. SCHWAB, 
HOUSE CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON 
OFFICER, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS (RETIRED) 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud today 
to rise to honor Ms. Sylvia S. Schwab, House 
Congressional Liaison Officer, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, United States Marine Corps, for 
her decades of service on Capitol Hill and 
twelve years as an invaluable Civilian Marine. 

Ms. Schwab is an alumna of Mary Wash-
ington College, and has undertaken graduate 

studies in social work at the Catholic Univer-
sity of America. Ms. Schwab’s personal deco-
rations include twenty-five years of out-
standing performance and monetary awards 
as well as numerous letters of appreciation 
and training completion certificates. Ms. 
Schwab was a valued staffer to Representa-
tive Tom Bevill (D–4–AL), who served in this 
body for 30 years. Representative Tom Bevill 
(D–4–AL) and my father, Representative Wal-
ter B. Jones, Sr. (D–1–NC), both served to-
gether in Congress for many years and were 
close and personal friends. 

Ms. Schwab brought her unique experience 
and perspective to numerous roles, including 
Senior Legislative Assistant/Director of Case-
work and Deputy Chief of Staff/Constituent 
Relations Director. Since that time, Ms. 
Schwab has served with distinction as Special 
Assistant to the Chief of Legislative Affairs, Of-
fice of the Secretary of the Navy, as Special 
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, and 
as Special Legislative Liaison, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, Headquarters, U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

As House Congressional Liaison Officer, 
Ms. Schwab has served four Commandants 
and five Legislative Assistants, providing her 
mastery skills and knowledge to the Marine 
Corps environment. She brought with her a 
keen insight into the inner workings of the 
House of Representatives. Ms. Schwab’s two 
decades of experience on Capitol Hill and at 
Marine Corps Headquarters have provided her 
with the ability to capitalize on long-standing 
relationships with congressional staff members 
to ensure that the Marine Corps message was 
being delivered and received in a manner that 
ensured open and effective communication 
between Congressional Staff and the Marine 
Corps. Ms. Schwab represented the Marine 
Corps on all Marine-related matters and guid-
ed the Marine Corps’ most difficult and chal-
lenging legislative initiatives with great suc-
cess. Through direct interaction with Members 
of Congress, and their staffs, she ensured that 
the Marine Corps requirements were widely 
known and understood, thereby guaranteeing 
the best possible support. Examples of her 
success include the procurement of the MV– 
22 Osprey, the acquisition of Mine Resistant 
Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles and wide- 
ranging Congressional support for the estab-
lishment of the Wounded Warrior regiment. 

Ms. Schwab’s uncompromising profes-
sionalism, astute judgment and strong inter-
personal skills contributed substantially to the 
development of many Marine Corps plans, 
programs, policies, and activities. She consist-
ently worked to reinforce the Marine Corps 
policies and ensured that the guidance was 
widely disseminated to influential, keeping with 
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Naval Service. 

I had a long professional relationship with 
Ms. Schwab and always found her to be the 
consummate professional. It was a pleasure to 
serve with her. 

It is for these outstanding personal qualities, 
dedication to service, and exceptional perform-
ance both on Capitol Hill and with the United 
States Marine Corps that we express to her 
our heartfelt pride and best wishes in her 
surely successful future endeavors. 
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